
 

 

 

 

Dear IATI Members, 

 

2016 started in a blast for the IATI, with lots of major industry issues which required our involvement 

or comments as Israel's umbrella organization for high-tech and life science.  

 

 

We welcome our 5р NEW IATI members in Q1 2016! 

With over  700 members, IATI members come from:  R&D centers of 

multinational companies, VC funds, startup companies, service providers, 

tech transfer companies, academia, private investors, incubators & 

accelerators. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

IATI MNC Women's Weekathon Demo Day -  a worldwide 

unique annual event, where developers from leading R&D 

centers of multinational corporations gather for a whole 

week, in mixed teams, to co-innovate brand new products. 

This year, IATI celebrated a women only MNC Weekathon, 

in occasion of International Women's Day .  

The participating MNCs this year were: Motorola, Citi, 

Microsoft, HP, eBay, Kodak, Marvell, Intel, Siemens, and GM. Senior executives of these R&D centers 

mentored the participants throughout the week. The demo-day got excellent comments - SiteMe was 

Audience's Favorite, and all 6 teams did amazingly well.   

 

 

Click for the Weekathon's photo album  ς and for the Weekathon's video. 

 

http://www.iati.co.il/conference/25/iati-mnc-women-weekathon
http://www.iati.co.il/conference/25/iati-mnc-women-weekathon
http://s932.photobucket.com/user/avivit2/library/IATI%20MNC%20Women%20Weekathon%202016?sort=3&page=1
https://vimeo.com/169658639


 

   

We had a great time this Weekathon and learned a lot about team spirit and innovation. Thank you all 

and see you next year! 

 

IATI was glad to grant our members this quarter with the Venture Findings Report books of the Coller 

Institute in Tel Aviv University. We trust that you will find this publication of significant use. 

 

  

IATI met with PMO Director-General Mr. Eli Groner to discuss the BEPS policy 

lines and put joined effort into attracting more MNCs into activity in Israel. IATI 

took on itself so collect relevant info that will help the decision making process, 

and to initiate talks between the government and large MNC executives. IATI 

sees in this joined process a historical opportunity for the Israeli economy as 

well as for the Industry. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.collerinstituteofventure.org/introducing-venture-findings-issue-3/


 

IATI's policy regarding the tech workers import issue: IATI heads took part in the relevant Knesset 

meetings on the governmental plan to import foreign high-tech employees to Israel, and also 

commented this quarter on the issue. Our position is that long term solutions, such as professional 

trainings and STEM education plans are the true remedy for this real problem of engineer shortage.  

 

 An intensive IATI activity was held regarding the Governmental policies all our committees and forums 

ς especially in the Government, VC, Life Science, IP and MNC committees. 

 

In January, IATI Co-Chair Erez Tsur and IATI CEO Karin Mayer Rubinstein participated in the annual 

convention of the High-Tech Lobby in the Knesset. Tsur stated that large tech companies are willing to 

commit to employing hundreds of +45 workers, should the government aid with the required training. 

 
 

National Cyber Championship  - The first stages of the National Cyber Championship took place 

between December 2016- March 2016 ς as a part of a project aimed to promote the STEM education 

in Israel. The STEM project is a co-operation of IATI, Ministry of Education and Rashi Foundation. 

  

No less than 257,800 elementary school children, of 1,744 schools, took part in the contest.  

5,700 High School children of 227 schools participated in the Championship, mentored by 250 

engineers of the Israeli High-Tech industry. Of these, 100 elementary schools and 120 high schools will 

continue to the next stage ς Israeli Cyber Championship Finals, to take place in mid-April.  

 

 

 

 

 

We initiated and were involved in 58 IATI related Industry events in Q1 

2016:  

17 for the Life Science Industry 

 33 for High-Tech Industry 

 8 geared towards both Industries  

http://www.iati.co.il/news-item/1902/senior-execs-huge-shortage-high-tech-engineers
http://www.iati.co.il/news-item/1906/israel-high-tech-industry-growth-slowing-amid-manpower-shortage
http://www.pc.co.il/featured/204484/
http://www.pc.co.il/featured/204484/
http://www.iati.co.il/project-item/4/iati-stem-education-


 

 

A few examples of our Q1 2016 main events: 

Special IATI-Biomed Gathering for Ambassadors ς in occasion of the forthcoming IATI Biomed 2016 

in May, over 25 foreign ambassadors attended this annual IATI event in which info is shared on IATI 

Biomed Conference as well as on IATI's general goals and activities.  

   

 

We are getting ready for IATI-Biomed 2016 ς see you there! Please follow the Conference pages on 

Twitter or Facebook for updates. 

  

More significant Q1 2016 events:  

Israeli Foreign Trade Conference 2016: IATI Co-Chair Erez Tsur and IATI Board Member Doron Gal 

participated in the Israeli Export Challenges panel. 

Roundtable: Israeli Startups Targeting the Chinese Market ς with Meitar Law Firm and the Foreign 

Trade Administration. IATI CO-Chair Erez Tsur opened the event. Click here for the Event photo album. 

http://www.iati.co.il/conference/26/special-iati-biomed-gathering-for-ambassadors-2016
http://www.iati.co.il/conference/23/iati-biomed-2016-conference-15th-anniversary-
http://www.iati.co.il/conference/23/iati-biomed-2016-conference-15th-anniversary-
http://kenes-exhibitions.com/biomed2016/startup-idea-area/?utm_source=IATI+Biomed&utm_campaign=d156537f24-_IATI_Biomed_2016_Start_up_Ideas3_2_2016&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_b84a90c8cd-d156537f24-224218161
https://twitter.com/iatibiomed
https://www.facebook.com/MIXiiiisraelinnovationconference/?fref=ts
http://www.iati.co.il/event-item/896/israeli-foreign-trade-conference-2016
http://www.iati.co.il/event-item/948/roundtable-israeli-startups-targeting-chinese-market
http://s932.photobucket.com/user/avivit2/library/Israeli%20Startups%20and%20the%20Chinese%20Market%20RoundTable?sort=3&page=1


 

U.S Related Tech, Military and Security Activities seminar - co-organized with Shibolet & Co, Steptoe & 

Johnson, and The Israeli Export Institute. IATI Co-Chair Erez Tsur spoke at the event.  

For the full events IATI was involved in please visit our events page . 

 

 

 

 

IATI was glad to contribute data to the 1st European Startup Monitor 2016 - 

a first ever Europe-wide startup study representing 2,300 startups from all 

28 European member states and Israel. Click here for the full report. 

 

This quarter, IATI co-selected the Israeli delegation to BIO San Francisco 

2016 Conference . We wish the selected companies good luck!  

 

 

IATI CEO Karin Mayer Rubinstein had a meeting with Chinese Vice Premiere Liu Yandong in a TechCode 

event, in end March. 

 

 During the event, a new strategic partnership agreement was signed between the IATI and the 

Chinese Hebei Province High-Tech Industry and the Langfang Municipality. 

 

   
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.iati.co.il/event-item/908/us-related-technological-military-security-activities
http://www.iati.co.il/events-main/0/
http://europeanstartupmonitor.com/fileadmin/presse/download/esm_2015.pdf
http://www.iati.co.il/event-item/894/israeli-delegation-to-bio-san-francisco-2016-deadline-apply-january-15-2016
http://www.iati.co.il/event-item/894/israeli-delegation-to-bio-san-francisco-2016-deadline-apply-january-15-2016


 

Karin met with Former New York City Mayor & Greenberg Traurig Chair Rudolph W. Giuliani; and Gary 

M. Epstein, Greenberg Traurig Tel-Aviv Managing Shareholder, to discuss future co-operations. 

 

 

 
  
 
Carlos Moedas, European Commissioner for Research, Science and Innovation, visited Israel and met 

with key figures of the Israeli innovation ecosystem. IATI Co-Chair Erez Tsur was one of the invited 

guests and discussed ways to enrich the R&D co-operation between the EU and the Israeli High-Tech. 

 

 

 
 
IMEC Technology Forum was hosted in March at the Belgian Embassador's residence; and IATI received 
visitors and delegations from IFC (of World Bank), The U.S, England, Germany, Uruguay,  Angola, Chile, 
Hungary, Ethiopia, Finland, Norway,  South Carolina, Japan, Poland, China, France, Spain, Hungary, 
Brazil and Austria. 

  

 
 

    
  
 

http://www.iati.co.il/event-item/926/-the-belgium-embassy-hosting-imec-technology-forum-march-2-2016
http://www.iati.co.il/event-item/907/round-table-b2b-meetings-the-5th-south-carolina-business-delegation-visit-to-israel


 

 

 Our Forums and Committees kept their continuous work on relevant 

Industry issues, as for promoting the advanced industries and the interests 

of various sides of the local eco-system.  

The MNC Committee: the Committee was extremely busy this quarter with 

its annual celebration in the Weekathon.  

IATI MNC HR Managers Work Group: the Group is working on the new 

financial pension related legislation in order to prepare the companies to 

deal with the upcoming changes. 

IATI IP Committee:  the committee members dealt with the intellectual property regulation and other 

challenges caused by the large amount of knowledge and innovation Israel creates. Committee 

members are IP experts for the various organization. 

The IATI Legal  Accounting & Committee:  the Committee kept working on its new project of Deal 

Terms Survey: collecting deal terms data from the top law firms in Israel. The final goal is to create a 

coherent and reliable database about the different transactions that will use startups, VCs and service 

providers. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

IATI's voice was a dominant one in the Israeli Tech and economy media this 

past quarter.  

Click for the full list of Q1 IATI media appearances. 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.iati.co.il/committee-forum-item/3/multi-national-companies-forum
http://www.iati.co.il/committee-forum-item/3/multi-national-companies-forum
http://www.iati.co.il/committee-forum-item/5/ip-committee
http://www.iati.co.il/committee-forum-item/7/law-accounting-firms-committee
http://www.iati.co.il/iati-press-item/29/various-publications-q1-2016


 

    
  

Among other IATI media appearances on this issue, IATI CEO Karin Mayer Rubinstein was interviewed 

in Maariv, in Jerusalem Post and in People & Computers; IATI Chairmen Erez Tsur and Yaky Yanay 

commented in Globes; and Erez Tsur participated in Start-Up Stadium's podcast, commenting on the 

plan.  

This year's Weekathon received great media coverage ς such as a Telecom News story, a podcast with 

IATI CEO Karin Mayer Rubinstein, and another on with the women developers sharing their experience, 

and a Reshet Beit national radio broadcast with IATI Co-Chair Erez Tsur.  

 

   

 

 

http://www.iati.co.il/files/files/maariv%20feb%202016.pdf
http://www.iati.co.il/files/files/maariv%20feb%202016.pdf
http://www.jpost.com/Opinion/Taking-start-up-nation-to-the-next-level-445752
http://www.pc.co.il/editorial/208046/
http://www.globes.co.il/en/article-senior-execs-huge-shortage-of-high-tech-engineers-1001103161
http://tinyurl.com/zsnnct8
http://www.iati.co.il/iati-press-item/30/iati-mnc-women-weekathon-2016
http://www.telecomnews.co.il/%D7%97%D7%A9%D7%99%D7%A4%D7%AA-6-%D7%94%D7%A4%D7%A8%D7%95%D7%99%D7%A7%D7%98%D7%99%D7%9D-%D7%A9%D7%A4%D7%99%D7%AA%D7%97%D7%95-%D7%A0%D7%A9%D7%99%D7%9D-%D7%91%D7%94%D7%90%D7%A7%D7%AA%D7%95%D7%9F-%D7%94%D7%99%D7%99%D7%97%D7%95%D7%93%D7%99-%D7%A9%D7%9C-IATI.html
http://www.yozem.co.il/%D7%A7%D7%90%D7%A8%D7%99%D7%9F-%D7%9E%D7%90%D7%99%D7%A8-%D7%A8%D7%95%D7%91%D7%99%D7%A0%D7%A9%D7%98%D7%99%D7%99%D7%9F-%D7%99%D7%96%D7%9E%D7%95%D7%AA-%D7%A0%D7%A9%D7%99%D7%9D/
http://www.yozem.co.il/%D7%A7%D7%90%D7%A8%D7%99%D7%9F-%D7%9E%D7%90%D7%99%D7%A8-%D7%A8%D7%95%D7%91%D7%99%D7%A0%D7%A9%D7%98%D7%99%D7%99%D7%9F-%D7%99%D7%96%D7%9E%D7%95%D7%AA-%D7%A0%D7%A9%D7%99%D7%9D/
http://www.yozem.co.il/%d7%9e%d7%aa%d7%97%d7%a8%d7%95%d7%aa-%d7%94%d7%90%d7%a7%d7%aa%d7%95%d7%9f-%d7%a0%d7%a9%d7%99%d7%9d-%d7%99%d7%96%d7%9e%d7%95%d7%aa-%d7%90%d7%95-%d7%9c%d7%9e%d7%95%d7%aa/


 

                     

 

In February, IATI hosted an IoT roundtable, summed up in Globes' IT Magazine. Among the participants 

were Philips Israel's President & IATI Board Member Guido Pardo Roques, Intel Israel's Guy Bar-Ner, 

SAP Labs Israel's Igal rozenberg, Cisco Israel's Roi Hermoni and IATI CEO Karin Mayer Rubinstein. 

 

IATI now has content partnership with the popular tech podcast Innovate Or Die, whose podcast 

guests are often IATI members. As such, they receive exposure on our social media channels. 

Occasionally we might contact you with the request that you agree to be interviewed in this podcast.   


